4. THE UYOLE AGRICULTURAL CENTER: A TARGETED
BENEFICIARY

4.1 Imtroduction

The Uyole Agricultural Center is located about eight kilometers to the east off
Mbeya town along the main highway to Dar es Salaam. The negotiations to
establish this institution between the Governments of Tanzania and the Nordic
governments of Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden began in 1968. After
two comprehensive feasibility studies - one by the Nordic agricultural experts and
another by the Nordic Appraisal and Planning experts-- a technical cooperation
agreement was signed in 1972. The Nordic-Tanzania Consultative Committee was
established to oversee the implementation of the project. Like in the Mbegani-
project, the local expertise in agricultural sciences community were left in the cold.
The Finnish Government was appointed as the project executor on behalf of other
donors. In March 1976, the Uyole Agricultural Center became a parastatal
organization by the President Order No. 17 under the Public Corporation Act of ‘
1969. This Act enabled the Center to operate relatively freely with regard to.
decision making and program planning and implementation.

The Uyole Agricultural Center was mandated to carry out the following three
broad functions:

- td conduct agricultural, livestock and related applied and adaptive
- research with smallholder farmers as the target group;

- to train students at certificate and diploma levels so as to enable them
join in the implementation of Tanzania's national agricultural policy;
and,

- to engage to some extent in the production activities to demonstrate

the results of research and generate revenue to supplement the
Government's subvention.
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