
sector" spheres of the neo-colon ~ al economy. The analysis has demonstrated that 
the phenomenal increase of woruen in salt-production has not transformed their 
socio-economic conditions, rather the majority of women have instead been 
pushed into a worse situation, having lost a social base in the countryside and not 
being able to accumulate beyond mere subsistence levels through participating in 
salt-production. The explanation for this is manifold: in the first place the salt 
industry itself has not transformed; salt-production has remained labour intensive, 
but also using traditional methods of producing salt. Secondly, the wages paid to 
women salt-winning labourers have remained very low. Besides, thirdly, the salt­
winning women (and men) .labourers could not organise to struggle for better 
wages. 
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Abarusura 

Ankole 

Banyankore 

Baganda 

Buganda 

Basongora 

BU50ngora 

(l,..4.G .... J 

Bakonzo 

GLOSSARY 

refers to the soldiers of the Kingdom of Bunyoro during the time of 
King Kaba1ega. 

one of the kingdom states which existed in western Uganda before and 
after British colonialism in Uganda. It is among the monarchical 
establishments which were abolished in 1967 when a republican 
constitution was introduced. It was ruled over by a Mugabe, the title 
of the King in that kingdom. 

a nationality inhabiting Ankole. Banyankore (Plural), MUllyankore 
(singular); Runyankore (language of Banyankore). 

a nationality inhabiting the territory which form¢ the kingdom of 
Buganda. Muganda (singular); Luganda (language of the Baganda). 

a kingdom state which existed in south central Uganda until 1967. It 
was ruled over by a Kabaka, title of the king. 

a minority group of cattle-keeping people found in Busongora. 
Musongora (singular). 

territory inhabited by the Basongara people, an immigrant group from 
Bunyoro who came to settle in the region during the and 18th century. 
It is found on the southern plains of the Rwenzori mountains areas. In 
it is found the Katwe and Kasenyi salt deposits. Busongora was 
designated a county of Toro Kingdom during the colonial period; it 
was subdivided into Busongora and Bukonzo counties of former Toro 
Kingdom in 1964. It is also a cotton-producing zone. Also found in 
Busongora are two lakes - George and Edward - and Kilembe Mines. 
A large part of Busongora was alienated in 1952 and forms part of the 
Queen Elizabeth National Park. Busongora was hit by a rinderpest 
epidemic in the 1940s, which cleared it of most of its cattle, thereby 
paving the way for the region to be developed as a peasant cotton 
cultivation area. 

a nationality inhabiting the foothills and slopes of the Rwenzori 
Mountains - all round the mountains. They are known as Bandande 
(Mundande; singular) on the Zaire side. Mukonzo (singular); 
Lhukonzo or Rukonjo (language of the Bakonzo). The Bakonzo were 
the original inhabitants of Busongora area, spreading over much of 
what became Toro Kingdom before they were displaced by the new 
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Bahyana 

Hoima 

Kabatoro 

Kampala 

Luwero Triangle 

Mafutamingi 

immigrants - the Basongora and later, Batoro in the last century. 
Colonial economic activities redrew them to the lowlands of 
Busongora where they became the main cotton .and coffee producers, a 
process by which the Basongora became a minority group, having lost 
their cattle wealth. The survivors of the rinderpest and other epidemic 
of the 1940s among the Basongora then resorted to fishing on lakes 
George and Edward and salt-mining which became their main 
economic activities during and after British·colonialism. 

this was the society that emerged on the lowlands of Busongora, 
Bunyangabu and Burahya as a result of inter-mingling of Bakonzo, 
Basongora and other immigrants, the majority of whom were 
agricultural producers from the southern parts of Bunyoro who came 
to the RWenzori region following the Basongora. Their culture, the 
Kihyana, exhibited both strong and agricultural characteristic and they 
evolved a language known as Ruhyana which equally drew from the 
Lhukonzo (then Lhuyira language) and Runyoro which w3s spoken by 
both the Bahima and Banyoro. The Bahyana society was gradually 

. eroded with the rise of Toro Kingdom. Under Toro KingdolP and 
during colonial rule the Bahyana society broke in distinct groups of 
Bakonzo, Basongora, Banyabindi and Batoro as ethnic groups. 

this was the capital of the Kingdom of Bunyoro. It also became the 
Headquarters of colonial Bunyoro District. In 1980, during the UNLF, 
government, Hoima was adopted as the name of the district of South 
Bunyoro which was created by the military government headed by 
General Iddi Amin in 1972. Former Bunyoro District was split into 
North Bunyoro (now Masindi) and South Bunyoro (now Hoirna). 

a trading center near Lake Katwe exclusively set up and operated by 
Indian (small-scale wholesales) merchants since the 1940s. It 
collapsed following the expUlsion of Indians from Uganda in 1972. 

capital city of Uganda. 

this refers to the region of central . Uganda which formed the base of 
the NRA struggle against the UPC government struggle from 1981 to 
1985. It includes mainly the Districts of Miiyana, Luwero, Mubende, 
and parts of Kampala and Mukono and Hoirna. 

a category of people, men and women, who succeeded Indian 
corrimercial bourgeois!e after these were expelled from the country in 
1972. The Mafutamingi were the main executors of the magendo 
economy. 
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Macendo 

II 

,Inc 
OIl I~ 

The term "maghendania" 

Magendoist 

Toro' 

~J 
'oi'(l .. 

'. C)\l 

the origin of the term magendo is the small border town of Mpondwe 
in Kasese District of western Uganda. The word magendo comes from 
a Lhukonzo concept "maghendania" which, in the context of scarcity 
and repression characterising the military regime headed by Iddi 
Amin, meant risky undertakings of business type. The concept 
"maghendania" had been in use since late 1970 to conceal the 
activities of people (by then exclusively men) who crossed the border 
by night to purchase for resale in Uganda game meat (mainly, 
hippopotamus meat) supplied by poachers inside Zaire. These people 
(smugglers?) risked their lives because (a) their caravan was 
frequently ambushed by anti-poaching agents of the Zairian 
government and often shot at; (b) during the rainy seaso!) when the 
Lubiriha river (the border river) over-flooded, they risked losing their 
meat or being swept down-river; (c) they were also susceptible to 
attack by fellow smugglers. Indeed, the undertaking was a risky one. 

was betrayed to the police force by a young Somali trader from 
Mpondwe who had taken for grarited that "maghenania" meant 
merchandise. At a road block between Kasese and Mpondwe he was 
asked what he was concealing beneath the obvious ' merchandise, 
whatever it was but was not a risky business, he said it was his 
magendo. The policeman who was checking the vehicle asked him 
what he meant by magendo to which he replied in Kiswahili language 
in a panicky mood, "biasara yaki chini-chini", literally meaning 
underground trade. Hence the state was altered about a new system of 
trade known as magendo. This was in 1973. When economics 
adopted the term magendo a form of economy, they defined a magendo 
economy as an economy in which the basic needs basket of the 
majority of the population is several times greater than their formal 
wage incomes. [See F. Banugire, I 985b, "Class Struggle, Clan 

. Politics and the 'Magendo' Economy." Fourth Mawazo Workshop, 
Makerere University, 26-28 April]. 

a person who believes or undertakes magendo activities. 

an ethnic state in western Uganda organized as kingdom. It was 
founded by Prince Kaboyo of the kingdom of Bunyoro Kitara when he 
broke away from his father's control during the 1830. It comprised of 
a small portion of an area to the south offormer Bunyoro Kingdom but 
a large part of it had not previously been part of the Kingdom of 
Bunyoro - Bwarnba, Bunyangabu, Bukonzo and Busongora and Kibale 
counties. The boundaries of Toro Kingdom were finally determined 
by the colonial administration. 
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Batooro the dominant ethnic group in Toro (Mutooro; singular).

Rwenzuroro Movement political movement organized and executed by members of the
Baamba and Bakonzo nationalities in former Toro Kingdom to
struggle against ethnic inequality in the Kingdom. The Rwenzururu
Movement subsequently established a movement state called the
Rwenzururu United Kingdom, ruled by King lsaya M.M. Kibanzangha
and succeeded by his son, Charles Wesley Mumbere Iremangoma.
The Rwenzururu Kingdom state was terminated in 1982 following
negotiations between the Obote II government and the leadership of
the rebel state.

Notes

1. See A. Syahuka-Muhindo (1990), 'Artisanal Salt Production in Lake Katwe' CBR Working
Paper No.6.

2. See three previous studies by A. Syahuka-Muhindo, viz: 'The Rwenzururu Question', MA
(Thesis), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda, 1989; '1'he Rwenzururu Movement and
the Democratic Struggle', paper delivered at the CODESRlA Seminar on Social Movements,
Social Transformation and the Struggle for Democracy in Africa, held in Algiers, 18-20 July
1990, also appearing as CBR Working Paper No. 15; 'Artisanal Salt Production in Lake
Katwe', CBR Working Paper No.6. Also see E. Kyamuhangire (1972), 'Pre-colonial Trade
in South-West Uganda', seminar paper, Department of History, Makerere University; Oliver
Furley (1974), 'East African Kingdoms during the 19th Century: A Social, Economic and
Historical Study of the Centralised State Systems', in Readings in African History, 148; G,
N. Uzoigwe (1972), 'Pre-colonial M~kets in Bunyorc>-Kitara', in Comparative Studies in
Society and History, Vol. 14; Tarsis B~ Kabwegyere (1974), 77Ie Politics of State Formation:
The Nature and Effects of Colonialism in Uganda, [Nairobi: EALB].

3 See Toro Treaty of 1891, reproduced in A. Syahuka-Muhindo (1989), 'The Rwenzumru

Question'.

4. See A. Syahuka-Muhindo (1990), 'The Rwenzururu Movement and the Democratic
Struggle, op. cit.

5. ibid.

6. See A. B. Fisher (1911), Twilight Tales of the Black Baganda. London.

7. The new districts were created in 1972 by splitting the parent districts of Toro and Bunyoro.
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73~ ,A prospective son-in-law may be required to pay fines pretentiously determined to cover the 
following: violation of customary mannerisms such as disrespectful conduct, for example, defaulting on time such as arriving late for the occasion, loose talk, pride, causing a girl to 
leave school; marrying an under-age-girl (no limit to age); abducting a girl, etc. 

74. See Ifi Amadiume (1990), op. cit. 

75. These were among the people who had fled the political turmoil which occurred in Zaire 
soon after that country's independence, particularly in 1964 and 1965, the time of rife antineo-colonial struggles. . . 

76. See A. Syahuka-Muhindo (1989), 'Artisanal Salt Production', Section 3.0, 3.1 and 3.2. 

77. Four grades of salt are produced in Lake Katwe. These are grades I, II-crude and grade m 
(rock salt or Muhonde). Grades I and m grow right in the salt lake while grades II-washed and II-crude have to be produced in made pond-like structures located on sides of the called 
"salt-pans" women's labour is concentrated in the production of salts grade 11- washed and II-crude. Grade III is mined exclusively by men while grade I is won by both and women. 
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78. C. M . Good cited in A. Syahuka-Muhindo, 'Artisana1 Salt Production' ... p. 16. 

79. See A. Syahuka-Muhindo (1989), 'Artisana1 Production of Salt in Lake Katwe.' 

80. · See Lucy Mair (1965), Introduction to Social Anthropology, [Oxford; Oxford University 
Press] , chapter 6 on Sex, Marriage and Family, pp. 83-108. 

81. See Particia MacFadden (1988), "Who is Selling and Why?", SAPEM, Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 27. 

82. MacFadden, ibid., p. 27. 

83. See MacFadden, ibid., p. 28. 

84. Ibid., p. 28. 
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